DEPARTMENT OF GERMAN

Minutes of the Meeting of the Staff-Student Committee

held on 24 November 2000 at 1.00 p.m. in Seminar Room Y (Maths & Physics Building)

Present:
Dr David Basker, Barbara Blüm, Julia Gruber, Annett Schäfer, Ute Keller (in the Chair) (staff); Clare George (postgraduates); Miriam Harrison, Emma-Joy Thompson (Level 3); Emma Baldwin, Lisa Greening, Lowri Lewis(Level 2); Julie Adams, Nadia Hooke, Gareth Hocking (Level 1); Béatrice Bail, Delphine Virot (exchange students).

Apologies:
Dr Tom Cheesman, Dr Brigid Haines, Dr Katharina Hall, Dr Duncan Large, Dr. Beth Linklater, Prof Rhys Williams (staff); Stuart Smith (postgraduates); Alison Finney, Robert Phillips, Amy Powell, Nicholas Thomas (Level 3); Chlôe Williams (Level 2); Sarah Benjamin, Gareth Cawson (Level 1); Maud Quentin (exchange students).

_____________________________________________________________________

1. Welcome

Representatives were welcomed to the Committee, and its function was explained. A list of this year’s student representatives had been sent to Stuart Rice, the UWSSU Education and Development Advisor.

2. Minutes

Since this was the first meeting of the new academic year, there were no minutes to be confirmed. It was explained that all issues raised by students at each meeting are discussed at the next Departmental Board Meeting, and any action taken is reported on at the next Staff-Student Committee Meeting.

3. Level One

Level One students had no issues to raise this time.

4. Level Two

4.1.  GR-212


Students expressed their concern about the number of lessons cancelled during the first semester of this academic session. They felt that - as a result of this situation - not enough ground had been covered which in turn might affect the standard of their first assignment (essay to be handed in on 04 December 2000).


Staff explained that the tutor of this module was fully aware of the situation and had already sent out a letter to all students concerned detailing alternative arrangements for cancelled classes.


4.2.  Proposed move of the Department of Law to Hendrefoelan

Representatives expressed their concern about the potential (logistical and financial) problems the proposed move of the Law Department to Hendrefoelan might entail for students of Law taking additional modules in other degree subjects.

Staff emphasized that if the Law Department moved to Hendrefoelan every effort would be made to meet students’ needs regarding suitable timetable arrangements.

5. Level Three

5.1.  Teaching Provision in Semester Two

In view of Dr Linklater’s maternity leave representatives enquired about the teaching arrangements for the second semester of this academic session.


Staff informed the students about the following arrangements: Prose classes will be taught by Dr Katharina Hall and Ute Keller respectively, GR-320 (The Novel and Society in the GDR) will be jointly taught by Prof Rhys Willams and Dr Brigid Haines. Emily Jeremiah will teach GR-331 (Gender in German Society).


Dr Linklater will be involved in the assessment of the above-listed modules in the role of second-marker.


5.2.  GR-331


The amount of reading expected to be done for the above-mentioned module was generally felt to be too high.


Whilst emphasizing the benefits of extensive reading for the general development of linguistic abilities staff noted this concern and agreed to raise the matter with the tutor concerned.


5.3.  GR-301


Representatives reported positive feedback regarding the General Language module. Praise was given in particular for the teaching techniques employed in prose classes which were thought to be very beneficial for the re-enforcement of selected areas of grammar.


In the light of this positive learning experience students put forward the suggestion of adopting similar teaching techniques for the translation part of the module. Whilst students recognize the importance of vocabulary they would welcome an approach placing more emphasis on grammar issues (concerning aspects of both German as well as English grammar).


Furthermore, representatives enquired about the possibility of introducing a ‘grammar clinic’, as is currently on offer in the French Department. Whilst this grammar module is compulsory for Level One students, Level Two and Three students are welcome to attend it on a voluntary basis. This suggestion was met with spontaneous feedback from Level One and Two representatives indicating that there was indeed demand for remedial grammar classes. However it was pointed out that – on a practical level – the time-tabling of a module open to all students of a department could pose significant difficulties.


Staff welcomed the idea in general and will consider it at the next Departmental Board meeting.

5.3.  Effective use of the Year Abroad


With translation exercises forming a significant part of the General Language module at Level Three, students made a specific point to emphasize the importance of using the year abroad effectively to improve translation techniques and grammar.

5.4.  Computerized Grammar Test

Students voiced their concern that they had not been given any detailed information about the format of the computerized grammar test which forms part of the Level 3 General Language module.

It was explained that students would be given the opportunity to familiarize themselves with the demands of the test during a practice session next semester. Additionally, grammar exercises similar to the ones used in the test will be dealt with in classes throughout the second semester.

5.5.  Situation of JH students who did not spend the year abroad in a German-

        speaking country

Some JH students who had only completed a summer course in a German-speaking country felt slightly disadvantaged compared to those who had spend the term of a full academic year in Germany or Austria. So far, no interviews had been held with this particular group of students which could have provided a valuable opportunity to give feedback on the quality of the various types of summer courses. Also, in order to help students to overcome their initial shyness and to build up their confidence in oral classes it was suggested to put on some additional classes for those students concerned at the beginning of the academic session.

Staff pointed out that with the introduction of a new set of regulations regarding the year abroad it is now possible for JH students to split the year abroad and spend six months in each country. Thus, potential disadvantages as described by representatives would be significantly reduced which in turn might make additional oral classes unnecessary. Students were also informed that - as of next academic session – the department could not guarantee that summer courses would be funded.

5.6.  Request for more information on formal aspects of essay writing

Students would welcome more information on some formal aspects of essay-writing, namely on the standard rules applying to quoting and referencing and the way a bibliography should be set out.

Staff informed students that a session dealing with these issues will be arranged for Level Three students. It will probably be held during the last week of the current semester.

5.7.  Assessment format of Level Three academic modules: Presentations

Given the amount of time and effort put into preparing presentations for academic modules at Level Three some students felt that these assignments should become an assessed element of their course. The value of the introduction of ‘Student assessment forms’ was questioned.

Although recognizing the first point staff explained that making presentations an assessed element of Level Three modules would have far-reaching implications. In accordance with the strict rules applying to the examining process presentations would have to be double-marked and recorded on tape. At the same time, staff would not be entitled to comment on students’ performance (as it would still have to be approved by the external examiner) taking away a source of valuable feedback. In view of the increasing importance of employability issues students were encouraged to recognize the intrinsic value of giving presentations even when not assessed. Regarding the use of ‘Student assessment sheets’ staff explained that these forms were designed to make students more aware of the characteristics of a successful presentation thus enhancing their learning experience.

6. Postgraduates

The postgraduates had no issues to raise this time.

7. Exchange Students


The Exchange students had no issues to raise this time.

8. Any other business

There was no other business to report.

The meeting finished at 2.00 p.m.

Ute Keller

(24 November 2000)

